VILLAGE OF ELIZABETH

BOARD MEETING MINUTES
Village Hall / 200 E. Myrtle St. / Elizabeth, IL
Wednesday, December 20th, 2023 @ 7:00 p.m.

Attending: Mike Dittmar-Mayor; Michael Sellers, Nate Karberg, Denise Anderson, Craig Ketelsen, Judy
Glew-Trustees; Terry Kurt-Attorney; James Mensendike-PW Superintendent, Duane Brotherton-PW;
Tyler Lomas-PW; Fred Cass-Police Chief; Rich Strain-PT Officer;

Absent: Jason Thomasson-Trustee; Michael Dauphin-Treasurer
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Call to Order - Mayor Dittmar called the meeting to order at 7:00.

Roll Call - 5 trustees present; 1 absent

Approve any Board Agenda additions - None

Audience

1.

NWILED Presentation on the Jo Daviess County Workforce Housing Needs Assessment
Study - David Schmit, Jason Van Hermert and Cory Ritterbusch attended to review the
findings from the County Housing Study. They emphasized that Elizabeth is one of the fastest
growing towns in the County. We discussed the TIF and how it’s been an essential tool for
expansion. This will be discussed further at our Admin meeting in January.

Merri Sevey came to answer any questions regarding the Queen of Hearts Ordinance. She
explained how the funds raised from this will go towards funding the Chamber. They will use
it to continue hosting events in the Village and all profits will be put back into the
community.

Tina Brandel came to observe and spoke during the portion of the meeting regarding the Jo
Daviess County UTV ordinance that is currently in committee status.

MSA - Didn’t attend. No updates.

mo0wp>

Locust St. Sewer Project

Well House Improvements Project (IEPA)
Splash Pad Project

Downtown Sidewalk Project

Unsewered Community Grant (IEPA)

CFPS, Inc. - Didn’t attend. No updates.

A. Well House Project (IEPA Project #17-5787)

B.

C.

Downtown Sidewalk Project
1. Approve IDOT Policies and Procedures - This was not received prior to the meeting

so it was moved to the January meeting.
Unsewered Community Grant (IEPA)

Police Report - Chief Cass delivered the report.



VIIL

IX.

XI.

XII.

Minutes
A. Regular / November 2023 - Motion to approve. 1st Craig. 2nd Denise. All ayes. Motion
carried.

Consent Agenda - Motion to approve all items. 1st Denise. 2nd Nate. Roll call vote. All ayes.
Motion carried.
A. Approve the purchase of supplies up to $250 for the Village to do routine sewer jetting
B. Approve paying $38,039 from the DNR OSLAD grant funds towards the splash pad loan
(now the village hall roof loan after consolidation)
C. Approve 2024 meeting dates for Admin, Public Works and Board
D. Approve the purchase of a used Kawasaki mule for $500 from Peg & Rick Dittmar

Finances
A. Treasurer’s Report - Mayor Dittmar reviewed this in Michael’s absence. Motion to approve.
1st Judy. 2nd Michael. All ayes. Motion carried.
B. Payment of Bills - Motion to pay the bills in the amount of $20,681.10. 1st Denise. 2nd
Nate. Roll call vote. All ayes. Motion carried.
C. Budget

1. Approve the increase of the Part-Time Police budget line item from 6,500 to 13,000 -
Motion to approve. 1st Judy. 2nd Craig. Roll call vote. All ayes. Motion carried.

2. Discussion and possible action to use $33,000 in TIF funds to pay off the remaining
portion of the original splash pad loan - Motion to approve. 1st Denise. 2nd
Michael. Roll call vote. All ayes. Motion carried.

3. Discussion and possible action to approve Mayor Dittmar’s recommendation that the
$2.25 water increase for the Well House project goes into effective 5/1/24 and has its
own line item on the water budget/water bills - Motion to approve. 1st Michael.
2nd Denise. Roll call vote. All ayes. Motion carried.

Committee Reports
A. Public Works

B. Administrative
C. Economic Development

Attorney Comments

A. Update on 244 N. Main St. - No update. The building appraiser has been unable to set a
meeting date with the owner to gain access to the property. He was contacting their attorney
as of last week.

B. Discussion and possible action to approve a Queen of Hearts Ordinance - Motion to
approve. 1st Craig. 2nd Denise. Roll call vote. All ayes. Motion carried. (2023-1220A)

C. Intergovernmental Agreement with Elizabeth Township for plowing and road maintenance on
Betsy Dr. and the Village owned portion of Eby’s Mill Rd. in the amount of $500 - Terry will
draft this and action will be taken at the January board meeting. No action taken at this
meeting.




XIII.

XIV.

XV.

Old Business (Other than Committee Mtg Minutes/Consent Agenda)

A.

B.
C.

D.

Elizabeth Business Hub * REMINDER -The Village will be hosting their 1/17/24 board
meeting there* - The Hub held their Grand Opening last Friday.
Village of Elizabeth Zoning Ordinance (leave on agenda)
DACRA Program
1. Discussion and possible action to remain in the program and begin paying the
monthly fee ($543.27) - The board agreed to remain part of this program. Therefore
we will need to pay for the previous two months that we were waiting to see what
happened with the program. Each month is $543.27 so the back pay amount is
$1,086.54. In addition, the Village will need to purchase a printer (used for the
tickets) that is approximately $1,000. The Village agreed to try this for one year and
see how it goes. Motion to approve remaining in the DACRA program and all
costs associated for one year. 1st Judy. 2nd Denise. Roll call vote. All ayes.
Motion carried.
Ambrosia Wurster Subdivision
1. Set a meeting date to review MSA’s recommendations

New Business (Other than Committee Mtg Minutes/Consent Agenda)

A.

B.

Approve the 2023 TIF payouts in the amount of $79,666.36 - Motion to approve. 1st
Michael. 2nd Craig. Roll call vote. All ayes. Motion carried.
Discussion and possible action on the Subdivision Ordinance - Motion to approve the
ordinance. 1st Denise. 2nd Nate. Roll call vote. All ayes. Motion carried. (2023-
1220B)
Create a Subdivision Committee - No action taken.
Approve Christmas gift cards for employees (see list) - Motion to approve. 1st Craig.
2nd Judy. Roll call vote. All ayes. Motion carried.
Approve the FY23 Engagement Letter and accompanying fees from Jorden Sasscer CPA
($13,300 Audit; $2,600 TIF report, $700 Financial report to Comptroller) - Motion to
approve. 1st Judy. 2nd Denise. Roll call vote. All ayes. Motion carried.
Discussion on the Jo Daviess County UTV Ordinance - This is currently in committee
stage only. No action taken. Just discussion. Tina Brandel attended and spoke on this
stating her viewpoint and also read some clauses from state law. It was a great discussion
and lots of input was given.

1. Reciprocal licensing among municipalities

2. Request to have reciprocal licensing with county and municipalities

3. Discussion on reciprocal licensing with Grant & Lafayette County

Mayor’s Comments

A.

B.

New IMRF Village contribution rate for 2024 is 8.22% (2023 rate was 7.31) - This was an
FYI to make everyone aware of the new rate.

WCCI Radio Christmas Music Sponsor request ($90 for every half hour) - Motion to
approve 2 segments. 1st Craig. 2nd Michael. Roll call vote. All ayes. Motion carried.



XVI.  Correspondence
A. Letter from Sue Eversoll - This was reviewed by the board and discussion was had. Chief

Cass stated the DACRA program will allow him to address the issue and enforce it.

XVIIL Executive Session - None

A. Discussion and possible action

XVIIL Adjournment - Motion to adjourn. 1st Judy. 2nd Michael. All ayes. Motion carried. 8:24 p.m.

Submitted by: Karla Rolwes; Clerk






